Ii6        INFLUENCE OF SEXES ON VEGETATION      CHA*,

before he applied himself again to his professional duties.
But for all such duties the services of a boy or of a virgin
were preferred.1 The Celts of ancient Ireland similarly
believed that incest blighted the fruits of the earth. Accord-
ing to legend Munster was afflicted in the third century
of our era with a failure of the crops and other mis-
fortunes. When the nobles enquired into the matter,
they were told that these calamities were the result of
an incest which the king had committed with his sister.
In order to put an end to the evil they demanded of the
king his two sons, the fruit of his unholy union, that they
might consume them with fire and cast their ashes into
the running stream. However, one of the sons, Core
by name, Is said to have been purged of his inherited
taint by being sent out of Ireland to an island, where a
Druid purified him every morning, by putting him on the
back of a white cow with red ears, and pouring water
over him, till one day the cow jumped into the sea and
became a rock, no doubt taking the sin of Core's father
away with her. After that the boy was brought back to
Erin.2

Belief in            Thus the belief that incest or sexual crime in general

ing effect*" ^&s power to blast the fruits of the earth is widespread and
of incest probably goes back to a very remote antiquity ; it may long
have preceded the rise of agriculture. We may conjecture

institute     that in its origin the belief was magical rather than religious ;

bidden      in other words, that the blight was at first supposed to be

degrees.     a direct consequence of the act itself rather than  a punish-

ment inflicted on the criminal by gods or spirits.    Conceived

as an unnatural union of the sexes, incest might be thought

to subvert the regular processes of reproduction, and so to

prevent the   earth  from yielding its  fruits   and  to hinder

animals and men from propagating their kinds.     At a later

time the anger of spiritual beings would naturally be invoked

in order to give a religious sanction to the old taboo.     If this
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